
 

   

ARBOREA - Spring 2010 

Apologies for the long delay in getting this newsletter to you. This is a reflection of the amount of work that Board 

members have been undertaking over the past year, and also, our capacity being overstretched! 

The Tree Council is the only organi-
sation dedicated to working to protect 

and promote both native and exotic 

trees in the Auckland urban environ-

ment.  Our credibility and profile are 
high, but the number of our members 

who are active is low.      

Critical time  

  The Tree Council considers this to 

be a critical time for the future of tree 

urban protection, with the deadline of 
1 January 2012 looming when general 

tree protection rules will no longer be 

available to local authorities under 

last yearôs changes to the RMA. 

 We are finding it difficult to keep up 
with the demands that our higher pro-

file is giving us!  We urgently need 
more Board members who can ac-

tively contribute, whether it is with 

their knowledge and experience they 

can bring to decision making, and/or 
with their practical skills and experi-

ence in undertaking the many much 

needed tasks and projects.  

  Our AGM is coming up on 31st Octo-

ber, where we will elect new Board 
members.  We can also co-opt people at 

any time after the AGM.   

  One of our Board members is retir-

ing, and another has many overseas 

commitments.  We would really like 

3-4 more Board members.  Do please 

think seriously about putting yourself 

forward.  We will always ease you in...! 

 We also need enthusiastic members 

who donôt want to be committed to 
Board meetings and responsibilities, but 

who would be interested in taking on 

some tasks, and just report to the Board 

when needed. 

  Please contact either Sigrid Shayer, 

Chair, 09 828 3727, sigrid@pl.net  or 
Hueline Massey, Secretary and Field 

O f f i c e r ,  0 9  4 2 5  9 2 4 6 , 

w.massey@clear.net.nz to talk over 
what is required, and to discuss what 

ideas and skills you could bring.   

  We very much look forward to hear-

ing from you.   

More Board members needed! 

AGM (see enclosed flyer)  - 31 October, 2pm 

Cornwall Park ï Huia Lodge  
Do please join us this year, at a 

lovely venue in the centre of Corn-

wall Park/One Tree Hill.   

  This year we have a panel discus-

sion after the formal business. 

This will be a timely and lively 

discussion with distinguished and 

informed panel members, of 

whom we can ask questions and 

debate how we are going to get the 

tree protection we need.   

  In addition we will be able to 

update you on our activities during 

the year, and how they have been 

effected by the planned changes to 

urban tree protection.  The AGM 

will close with refreshments and a 

chance to chat and/or walk around 

the beautiful Cornwall Park.   

PANEL DISCUSSION  

Tree Protection within the new Auckland City 

David Clendon -Green MP and ex resource management lecturer 

Representative from Urban Design Forum 

Craig Webb - NZ Arboricultural Association (tbc) 

mailto:sigrid@pl.net
mailto:w.massey@clear.net.nz


This 8 part course started on 15th 
September, at the Sustainable Living 

Centre, New Lynn. 10 people have 

enrolled to do the whole course, with 

a few others joining them for specific 
parts of the course.   

  Participants include a council plan-

ner and a few professional landscape 

designers and gardeners.  Contact 
Sherylle Scott 523 1647 for further 

information and/or see our website 

www.thetreecouncil.org.nz 

Trees in the Urban Environment course 

This was a very successful event with 
around 100 people attending, includ-

ing many professionals in the rele-

vant fields eg. arborists, landscape 
designers, and a few planners!  Our 

speakers provided quality informa-

tion and sparked some lively ques-

tioning.   

Attention was on the many varied 
benefits of mature trees in the urban 

environment (Bryan Gould), poor 

decision making in the planning and 

architectural fields, (Nick Robinson) 
the implications of the changes to the 

tree protection rules in the RMA,

(Sigrid Shayer) and how this could 
be changed.  Mike Wilcox provided 

some exciting images of the diversity 

of the urban forest, both new and old, 

within the Auckland region. 

All presentations can be viewed on 
our web site www.treecouncil.org.nz 

Thanks very much to all those who 
helped make this such a success.  

Looking back... 

Arbor Day Seminar 5th June  
óSustaining Auckland ï The Role of Treesô 

Festivals 
 

HELP NEEDED 
The Tree Council will be out and 
about during the summer festival 

season.  We need helpers!  This is a 

great opportunity to meet up with 
Board members in a relaxed setting, 

find out more information about the 

issues we are working on, and share 
your views and concerns, plus inter-

acting with the public.   

If you are interested in any way, and 

could spare an hour or two, please 
get in touch with Hueline Massey 09 

425 9246 (Grey Lynn) or Sherylle 

Scott 09 523 1647 (Rose Gardens, 
Parnell) or by email: thetreecoun-

cil@ihug.co.nz. 

 

Parnell Festival of Roses, Rose 

Gardens, Parnell, Saturday 6th and 

Sunday 7th November, noon ï 6pm 

 

Grey Lynn Community Festi-

val, Grey Lynn Park, Saturday 20th 

November,  9am ï 5pm 

EVENTS 

Conference 

 
NZ Arboricultural Association 

Annual Conference, óThe Power 

of Greenô,  

11-13 November 2010,  
Ellerslie Event Centre, Ellerslie 

Racecourse, 80-100 Ascot Avenue, 

Greenlane, Auckland.   

For further information go to http://
nzarbor.org.nz or phone David 

Kainer, david.kainer@nzarbor.org.nz 

or 021 771-898. 

 

Free Public Lecture 
Thursday 11th November, 2010 ï  

Tane Mahuta Arboricultural Lec-

ture (part of NZAA conference)  

NZ Kauri Dieback Issues,  

5.45pm ï 6.45pm  

Ellerslie Event Centre, Ellerslie 
Racecourse, 80-100 Ascot Avenue, 

Greenlane, Auckland. 

Photo:  Nick Robinson 
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This one runs and runs..  First of all, 
many many thanks to all of you who 

have donated to our legal fund, and 

made submissions and offered other 

support.  We raised over $3000 in 

donations.   

  When we first heard that there might 
be a danger to these trees at the end of 

last year, who would have known that 

the fight to keep them would take the 
rest of the following year (hopefully 

no longer)!? 

There are currently three strands: 

Application to fell the Pohutukawa 

The developer, John McKearney, 
filed an application to fell the Pohutu-

kawa on 8th July.  As per The Tree 

Councilôs legal agreement signed af-

ter our High Court action in March, 
we were given limited notification of 

his application.  Our submission (on 

our website) was filed on 16th August.  
The hearing date has been pushed 

further and further out, and as of go-

ing to press, we donôt expect a hear-

ing until late October. 

  We have 3 expert witnesses ï a 

planner, arborist and landscape archi-
tect, plus our lawyers, Cowper Camp-

bell, and nearly 40 supporters willing 

to speak at the hearing in support of 

our submission.  

Scheduling of the Oak and Pohutu-

kawa 

The application to fell the Pohutu-

kawa was made the same morning as 
Auckland City Councilôs city devel-

opment committee (CDC) agreed to 

immediately notify a public plan 

change to schedule both the two trees. 
The legal position is that the applica-

tion to fell takes precedence, but the 

Council has pushed on with the 
scheduling procedure, notifying the 

plan change on August 27th with the 

deadline for submissions by 24th Sep-
tember.  Hopefully many people have 

sent one in!  The Tree Councilôs sub-

mission is on our web site.  Judging 

by previous public plan changes, the 

hearing might be some way off! 

  Auckland City Councilôs decision to 
immediately schedule was a result of 

the huge community support that was 

reflected in the 1100 signature peti-
tion, and presentations made to the 

Avondale Community Board, media 

coverage, plus our deputation to the 

CDC.  The Tree Council worked with 
Avondale Community Gardeners, 

Nina Patel and Avondale Community 

Board member Catherine Farmer, in 

order to achieve this.  

  Under the terms of the RMA, as this 
is a public plan change, both trees 

have temporary scheduled protection 

from the time that the plan change 

was notified until the result of the 
hearing.  There is confusion about 

where this sits if any decision were 

made to grant permission to fell the 
Pohutukawa?  Hopefully we wonôt 

need to go there! 

Purchase of land to create public 

reserve around trees 

In conjunction with Avondale Com-

munity Gardeners and local resident 
Nina Patel, The Tree Council put for-

ward the idea to ACCôs Arts, Culture 

Saga of the Oak and Pohutukawa at 317 ï 321 Rosebank 

Road, Avondale 

From l-r:  Nina Patel, Imi Tovia, Catherine Farmer, and Sigrid Shayer. Pic courtesy 

of Nicola Murphy, Western Leader 



and Recreation (ACR) Committee of 

creating a reserve on the corner Lot 
that the two trees stand.  This was for 

the following reasons: 

· To provide both trees with maxi-

mum visibility to the public 

· To provide a much needed green 
space for the new business park, 

wider industrial area and local resi-

dents 
· To create a green gateway to the 

Rosebank industrial area 

· To mark the market garden heri-

tage of the once productive, fertile 
soils of the Rosebank peninsula, 

which includes horticultural re-

search leading to the kiwifruit cul-
tivar used widely today. 

  The developer had indicated that he 
wanted to build as much as he could, 

together with tarmac and car parking 

on 3 sides of the trees and within 

much of the dripline of both trees.  
This would reduce their longevity and 

health, as well as markedly reduce 

their visibility to the public.  

  ACCôs ACR committee unani-

mously agreed to the reserve idea, 
and so the proposal was referred to 

ACCôs Finance and Strategy (F&S) 

committee.   

  At the time of going to press, Auck-

land City Councilôs F&S committee 
had discussed a confidential item, for 

the second time, about a possible pur-

chase of this land.  We await further 
news.  It is possible that this is why 

the Pohutukawa hearing has been 

held up. 

Sigrid Shayer 

 

Who gets elected will be pivotal in 
our campaign to get a review of one 

part of last yearôs amendments to the 

RMA legislation - Section 76(4)(A), 

which will prohibit local authorities 
in urban areas from having any gen-

eral tree protection on private land 

from 1st January 2012.   

It will be very important for Tree 

Council members and supporters to 
raise this issue with the local Boards 

and your new councillor(s).  

The Tree Council will be working 

with other organisations after the 

election to develop further strategy.  
We will keep you in touch.  

Published by  

THE TREE COUNCIL,  

PO Box 28272 (pls note 

change), Remuera, 

Auckland; ph 828 3727 
thetreecouncil@ihug.co.nz 

www.thetreecouncil.org.nz 

Secretary:  
Hueline Massey,  ph 09 425 9246 

Community Tree Advisors: 

Auckland Mike Maran,  

  ph 09 846 5350 

  Sherylle Scott 

  ph 09 523 1647   

Manukau Anura Widana 

  ph 09 279 9109 

North Shore Roland OôDriscoll 

  Ph 09 410 5456 

Waitakere Andrew Geddes 

  ph 09 817 8904 

Rodney Hueline Massey,  
  ph 09 425 9246 

  Steve Rose 

  ph 09 412 2471 

'The Royal Record' is a very large 
book, published by the Coronation 

Planting Committee in 1934, as a 

record of tree planting in open 

spaces, recreation grounds and other 
schemes in honour of the coronation 

of King George VI.  Whilst it lists 

the activities which took place in all 
parts of the Commonwealth (or 

Overseas Empire at the time!), this 

also includes NZ.  

The book was donated to The Tree 

Council a few years ago by Jim 
Gladwin of Greenleaf Press (having 

been cancelled from the Wellington 

Library, and subsequently bought on 

Trade Me).  

There are 70 pages for the NZ en-
tries, which include where, what spe-

cies and what numbers, and who 

planted them.  These were all on pub-
lic land, including many school 

grounds.  

The Tree Council has now donated 

this to NZ Notable Trees Trust, 
whom we felt was in a better position 

to do justice to the information.  

They hope to be able to include this 
on their web based database in due 

course.  If any one would like to find 

out more about the content, particu-
larly the location and species of trees 

planted in NZ (and Auckland), please 

contact Brad Cadwallader,  

03 544 0346; or-
brad.cadwallader@paradise.net.nz or 

see www.notabletrees.org.nz 

The Royal Record  

Impression of possible park/open space at 317 - 321 Rosebank Road by Nina Patel 

Super-

City  

and  

Tree Protection 



This is the first time that The Tree 

Council  has been involved with the 

addition of a tree into the Auckland 

City Councilôs (ACC) District Plan 

Schedule of Notable Trees.  It has been 

an interesting exercise for all. 

  The applicant, Mrs Elaine Davies, 

first put forward the significant Po-
hutukawa on her property for sched-

uling as a Private Plan Change in 

September 2009.  The Council asked 
Mrs Davies for $11,000 for a down 

payment fee, which Mrs Davies was 

prepared to pay.  She engaged Boffa 
Miskell Ltd as her planners, who car-

ried out and wrote a full evaluation of 

the tree, an Assessment of Environ-

mental Effects and investigated the 
relevant Planning Policy Framework 

relating to the tree and its position.  

ACC then changed the status of the 
application from a Private Plan 

Change to a Council initiated Plan 

Change (or Public Plan Change) and 

returned $10,000.00 of the deposit to 
Mrs Davies. 

  In March 2010 the application for 

the Public Plan Change to add the 
Pohutukawa to the Schedule of Nota-

ble Trees was notified and The Tree 

Council wrote a submission in sup-

port of the application.  There were 2 
other submitters in support and 2 in 

partial support.  Having considered 

these submissions, ACC then invited 
the original submitters to make a fur-

ther submission on any of the other 

submittersô submissions. 

  By August 2010, ACC notified the 

applicant and submitters of the hear-

ing date at the beginning of Septem-
ber 2010.  The hearing was held be-

fore 3 Councillors and the applicant 

was represented by her planner from 
Boffa Miskell.  The Tree Council was 

also there to support the applicant and 

to present a further oral submission 
that reinforced the need for this appli-

cation to be granted consent due to 

the changes to the RMA that will 

come into effect on 1st January 2012.   

  This process took nearly one full 

year and that was for ONE tree.  
ACC have 495+ trees awaiting the 

same process to be gone through!  I 
did make some comment about this 

situation in my oral submission.  This 

is such a crazy and ineffective way to 
ensure the future of our urban mature 

trees and gives no recognition to the 

semi-mature ones coming on.  

  We need to work hard on finding a 

better way to handle this situation.  

Does The Tree Council have the re-
sources to write two submissions, 

prepare an oral submission and attend 

a hearing for each of those 495+ trees 
yet to be notified? 

Hueline Massey, Field Officer 

SCHEDULING OF A POHUTUKAWA IN EPSOM ï 

the long but not the short of it... 

PINE TREES IN BIRKENHEAD  - surprising and sad turn-

around of events   

I would not normally write up a story 
about saving Pine trees but this is a 

really good example of parochialism! 

  This resource consent was for the 

removal of 15 mature Pinus radiata in 

a valley that is accessed from the end 

of 3 no-exit streets (Waratah St, Zion 
Rd and Aorangi Place).  The head of 

the valley is on the east side of Birk-

enhead Ave and has the source of a 
stream that wanders eastward down 

this valley, coming out onto the coast 

at the motorway.  The applicant owns 

2 sections that have the majority of 
the Pines growing on them.  The 

Pines grow within the riparian margin 

of the stream and have an understorey 
of natives shrubs, occasional native 

trees and weed species. 

  The applicant has not established 

any cogent reason for wanting the 

pines removed except that they were a 

ñperceived dangerò.  There is no sub-
division resource consent accompany-

ing this application. 

North Shore Against Application 

  The North Shore City Council 

(NSCC) put forward their planner, a 

consultant arborist (Chris Boucher) 

and a consultant ecologist (Peter 
Anderson) all of whom recommended 

refusal of this application.  Why on 

earth would they oppose felling some 

over mature common pine trees you 
may ask?  Fair enough!  The ecologist 

s t a t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ï 

ñApproximately 75% of the total con-
tiguous area of 25 and 27 Waratah 

Street is listed as a Site of Ecological 

Significance (SES), Number 38.  SES 
38 has been named Kauri Glen Re-

serve.  The total contiguous area is an 

area of high ecological value and 

located within the Waiurutoa Stream 
catchment.  ....é I consider the entire 

Waiurutoa catchment to be unique as 

a natural feature within an urban en-
vironment.  It contains a near con-

tiguous forested catchment virtually 

all the way to the sea at Onepoto.  A 


